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the contrast between the holiday soldiers who performed the escort duty, and 
the miserable and pauperized remnant who have been dragged home from 
the war." 

After all, however, "the condition of this regiment" was said to be "far 
better than that of any other ; " and a war paper in this city very confidently 
averred, " they are better clothed, and in a better condition every way than 
any other regiment of volunteers thai has left Mexico since Ihe close of the 
war." What then must we think of the rest, and what of a custom which 
so abuses and brutalizes its own agents? 



INCIDENTAL RESULTS OF THE MEXICAN WAR. 

We have not time now to glance at a tithe o.f the evils growing incident- 
ally out of this war — its influence upon the tone of our national morality ; 
the gangrene of a war spirit it has infused into vast multitudes of our peo- 
ple, especially the rabble million ; the thirst for conquest, and power, and 
military fame it has so extensively kindled ; the changes it is likely to intro- 
duce into our policy, both foreign and domestic; the new and bitter conflicts 
to which it has already given rise between the North and the South on the 
question of free soil, or the extension of slavery over territory acquired, or to 
be acquired, either by our arms or our diplomacy. These and many like 
topics demand the prompt, earnest, anxious attention of wise, patriotic men 
throughout the land, and will, we hope, be so treated as to avert, by timely 
precaution, many of the incidental evils to which this war has exposed us. 

We take for the present a single topic for the consideration of our read- 
ers — the lawless, piratical schemes of men, fresh from our national robbery 
of Mexico, who now propose, in imitation of the Texan adventurers some 
fifteen years ago, to wrest olher large portions of territory from her. Like 
the Irish private who complained bitterly of Wellington for hanging him just 
because he took it into his head to kill a single Frenchman "on his own 
hook," when he had already killed a score or more at his Lordship's com- 
mand, these villains, lately the much lauded heroes of the Mexican war, 
think themselves at liberty to continue, on their own private accounl, the 
work of robbery and blood which our government hired them for nearly two 
years to do for the nation, and for doing which Congress passed so many 
votes of thanks, and some of our presses, with here and there a pulpit, have 
lavished upon them the most fulsome praises. We trained them in this 
school of iniquity ; and now they are just going to put in practice the les- 
sons of outrage and villany taught them in what is miscalled civilized war- 
fare. 

The Buffalo Hunt. — This is the name given to the scheme for taking 
violent possession of a large extent of Mexican territory west of the Rio 
Grande, to be called the Republic of Sierra Madre. Under the shallow plea 
of a hunting excursion, thousands of men, gathered first and mainly from our 
late army in Mexico, and led on by some of its officers, well armed and pro- 
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visioned for a piratical military invasion, were to assemble at convenient 
places near, and thence start and concentrate their forces for a speedy con- 
quest of the country, probably with a view to setting up there another Texas, 
and ultimately asking admission like her into these United States. 

Such was the plan ; and now for the proof. " I am waiting," says a letter 
from St. Louis, " to t-ee General Shields, who ought to be here to-day. A 
great expedition is on foot to take all the Sierra Madre country. There are 
enrolled now upwards of five thousand men. About fifteen hundred are now 
at Minoises, two hundred miles above Matamoros. Shields is to take com- 
mand, if he do not play false ; if so, General Lane. You have no idea of 
the number of influential men this plan embraces in its ramifications." 

The New Orleans Delta announced that Colonel Kinney would take part 
in this " hunt ; " and, after extolling his " courage, energy and tact," added, 
" Those 01 our readers who feel an interest in the success of that great en- 
terprise which we had the honor first to develop and advocate, by which the 
beautiful region north of the Sierra Madre will be redeemed from Mexican 
misrule, and made an independent republic, modelled on that of our own, 
will be gratified to learn that Colonel Kinney has engaged in that move- 
ment with all his ardor and great resources, and has already collected at 
Corpus Christi abundant means to support the stand which, it is calculated 
and arranged, will be made by the Mexicans in this territory. Any doubts 
which we have entertained of the practicability, (and we never had quite as 
many as some of our contemporaries, who have treated it with remarkable 
skepticism.) are now dissipated by the fact of Colonel Kinney's co-opera- 
tion." 

The Galveston News says, " We learn that the citizens of Tampico are 
unanimously in favor of the new Republic of Sierra Madre. They have or- 
ganized into a sort of military force — completely armed and equipped — for 
the defence of the city. They keep up a constant guard, and do not per- 
mit the Mexican soldiers, of whom there are about one hundred in the neigh- 
borhood, to appear in the streets altera certain hour. Captain Wells informs 
us that it was understood at Tampico that an offer had been made to Colonel 
De Russy, to return to that place with one thousand Americans to aid in 
establishing and defending the new Republic, and it was believed that he 
would accept. A bounty of one hundred thousand dollars was to be paid 
them, besides their usual monthly pay as soldiers. The people of Tampico 
are represented as looking for their arrival with confidence. The force 
there, already organized and equipped, amounts to six companies — four of in- 
fantry arid two of dragoons. Two of the infantry companies are composed of 
Americans and foreigners, one of Spaniards, and one of Mexicans" 

When this villanous scheme was exposed by some of our better papers, it 
was rather equivocally denied by others ; but the New Orleans Bulletin of 
a subsequent date avers, " There is not the least doubt of the correctness of 
the statement as to the intention to separate the Mexican provinces on the 
Rio Grande from Mexico, and to establish a new republic. The information 
is equally correct that the plan for doing this is now organizing, or rather is 
organized, in the United States, and is to be effected by an armed force from 
this country, and that General Shields is at the head of the movement. The 
whole plan is no secret here in New Orleans, but is freely spoken of, and 
parties openly avow that they are engaged in it, and we have now before us 
one of the printed circulars issued by the leaders, calling upon the parties to 
rendezvous for 'the grand Buffalo Hunt on the Rio Grande.' 

We learn, also, that there will be no lack of means, and a probable over 
supply of physical force, for the object in question ; and, so soon as the heats 
of summer have passed, we shall see an armed force recruited and organized, 
within our limits, in a time of profound peace, assembled on the Rio Grande, 
with the openly avowed object of invading and dismembering the territory of a 
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siskr republic. No doubt they will divide out the property and lands of the 
country on the same plan as that adopted by the Normans in England. 
Those engaged in the enterprise, pretend to justify their proceedings on the 
plea that the expedition is undertaken at the instance and request of the 
people of the country, who are desirous of separating from the Mexican gov- 
ernment, and establishing an independent republic. The pretence is too 
shallow to be worthy of even a passing reply, as we venture to say that not 
one in a hundred, probably not one in a thousand, of thi> inhabitants within 
the territory will know that such a step is in contemplation, until they find 
their peaceful homes invaded by ' an army with banners.' 

One thing, at any rate, is certain, that the American government are now 
publicly notified of the fact; and if it allows this flagrant violation of and at- 
tack upon the Mexican rights to be consummated, the Executive must bear 
the whole responsibility and the odium of the transaction in the face of the 
world." 

In another paper, the Bulletin says, " It is a fact, and we speak advisedly 
when we assert it, that the Government at Washington has not only been 
made acquainted with the plan, but was actually consulted upon it, and its 
aid and assistance asked. It, however, has declined to interfere, and will 
neither assist the undertaking, nor take measures to check and arrest the 
movement. As regards the former, it of course is acting rightly ; as regards 
the latter, it is as clearly wrong. 

Not only do the laws of the United States prohibit its citizens from en- 
gaging in and fitting out hostile armaments from our ports or territory against 
the territory of a friendly power; but the laws of nations, and the principles 
of honor and justice, are equally opposed to such proceeding. Yet, in the 
face of the constitutional duty of the President, under the solemnity of his 
official oath, and with a full knowledge of the facts, all the arrangements for 
this warlike expedition are allowed to progress with impunity within our 
territory, and without the slightest effort on the part of our rulers to inter- 
fere or prevent it, not even to notify the parties that they could not be al- 
lowed to proceed in such an undertaking ! " 

Justice requires us to say, though it is not saying very much for our na- 
tional integrity, that our Executive, after this scheme of high-handed villany 
had been pretty fully exposed before the nation, and public sentiment began 
to speak in tones of indignation against it, took steps apparently to prevent 
it, and some of the expected leaders, General Shields in particular, disclaimed 
all purpose of having any hand in its execution. Still the evil is afloat, set 
afloat clearly by our Mexican war, and perhaps already beyond our power to 
control or seriously check. We give a few more extracts from the friends 
of this abominable scheme, just to show where and how the leaven is work- 
ing among the war-dogs of the land : 

"The Mexicans," says the New Orleans Delta, "wish to make their land 
more available, and to give prosperity to their country. It will require 
stronger arguments than those of the Bulletin and National Intelligencer, to 
convince the people of this country that there is anything wrong in this. 
The cant about the horrors of the Mexican Texan war, is behind the age{\) 
It sprung out of the old jealousy of the North against the South. We should 
resist and trample upon any such influences." 

"The Buffalo Hunt on the Sierra Madre," says the New York Sun of 
Aug. 3, " is only the beginning of what our cotemporaries will yet be obliged 
to chronicle. They may shut their eyes, laugh or ridicule as they please: 
but as sure as the sun shines, the work of republicanizing this continent must 
go on. The poet was a prophet who wrote, 

1 Westward the Star of Empire takes its way,' 
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And by Westward, he meant the New World, and the Star of Empire was 
the glorious star of the United States. First, Mexico and Cuba, and then 
the balance of the West Indies and the Canadas, and brother Jonathan will 
be satisfied. 

And why should he not have these patches of earth annexed to his great 
farm ? Is there anybody else on earth who will till and guard them better, 
give their people freer or nobler institutions, or make them happier? And 
is not ihis what all men are seeking after? They do n't want to be trodden 
on and plundered by John Bull, Queen Christina, or Santa Anna, but to be 
free, and eat their bread under their own vine and fig-tree; and that is what 
the American Eagle will let them do, and protect, them in doing. 

Our mawkish neighbors of the press can groan over the bondage of the 
people of Europe, rejoice in their revolutions for freedom, and send them 
words of sympathy, and purses of gold, to urge them against their tyrants; 
but, when suffering races on our own continent cry out against oppression, 
strike for liberty, and seek the shelter of our Union, they are horrified at the 
idea of welcoming them to the feast of freedom. We do not belong to this 
class. We say freedom for all, inasmuch as we by our revolution set the 
example for all; and it is peculiarly the duty of this nation to assist, and 
fraternize with every struggle for liberty. Come on ! we say, Mexico, Cuba, 
Jamaica, Canada; the shield of the Union is broad enough for you all, and 
you are thrice welcome to it." 

And some of our sober men connected with the press already connive in 
fact at the whole thing, by representing it as inevitable ! The New York 
Journal of Commerce, after saying, in a letter from Washington of Aug. 
28, that " the Buffalo Hunt is not an idle fabric, that there is no longer 
any doubt of arrangements having been made for its prosecution by Amer- 
ican adventurers in league with some Mexican chiefs," still adds, with a 
strange sort of sang-froid, "that Mexico seems destined to be the chosen 
theatre for lawless and reckless military adventure ; that our people are 
destined to occupy it, and, in the mean time, it is very idle to rail against 
the Buffalo Hunt and Hunters (!) That will promote their designs; and 
there is no mode in which their designs can be arrested. Denounce it 
as you may, there is no means to prevent it(!)" 

What will be the result, it is impossible to foresee. Our government, 
roused at length by the demand of an indignant community, has checked 
it before the public for the present ; but the mischief we fear, is too 
deep-rooted and wide-spread to be entirely prevented. We record it only 
as one of the legitimate effects of our late crusade against Mexico, and 
as a fair specimen of the evils which war seldom fails to entail. 



FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 

The London Peace Society — is continuing its great work with energy 
and success. Though its late excellent and devoted Secretary, the Rev. 
John Jefferson, was forced some time ago to retire from its service in lhat 
capacity, the Society under his successor holds on its wonted career of use- 
fulness as the chief reliance under God of our cause in the Old World. 
Its efforts both to repress popular violence against the governmental home, 
and to restrain the government itself from increasing its military prepara- 
tions, and thus not only augmenting its grievous burden of taxation, but ex- 
posing the country far more to war, have been eminently successful. 



